DR. OTTO  SGHPTBID 
P,0.B.630, 
HAIFA. 


Haifa,  3th  January,  1940. 


E.Mills  Esq. •C'B.S.rB.A. ,F.o.b., 

Gbmmlssioner  for  Migration  &  Stntlstios, 
JERUSALEM. 


Sir, 

I  "beg  to  apologize  for  venturing  to  approach  you  with  this 
personal  letter.  However,  the  life  of  my  nearest  relatives  Is  con- 
cerned, and  80  I  hope  you  will  pardon  me,  taking  Into  kind  consi- 
deration this  appeal  to  your  humanity  and  justice  and  taking  a 
decision  which  Is  human  as  well  as  just. 

In  view  of  the  catastrophe  occurred  among  the  Jews  In 
Central  Europe,  especially  In  Poland,  I  do  not  doubt  that  a  large 
nu.Tiber  of  similar  requests  have  heen  addressed  to  you,  and  that 
only  In  few  cases  you  are  able  to  save  and  help.  My  case  ,  however, 
Is  particularly  tragic  and,  I  am  fully  convinced,  deserves  your 
special  consideration. 

I  am  a  historian  of  art  and  have  immigrated  Into  Palestine 
on  31.1.1939.  My  mother,  my  sister  and  her  husband  were  living  in 
Poland,  in  a  small  rural  health  resort  near  the  German  frontier. 
After  the  outbreak  of  war  I  remained  without  any  news  from  them  and 
only  in  November  I  heard  that  they  are  still  alive.  Prom  reasons 
unknown  to  me  they  were  unable  to  escape  and  have  remained  in  the 
territory  occupied  by  the  Germans.  All  their  property,  house  and 
home  were  taken  away  from  them  and  I  cannot  understand  at  all  how 
they  eameven  their  bare  living  at  present.  But  apart  from  the  danger 
of  being  starved,  their  position  is  worse  than  that  of  millions  of 
their  fellow-sufferers  liiasrauch  as  they  do  not  live  in  a  town  but 
In  the  country,  where  they  are  the  only  Jewish  family  In  the  wliole 
district,  In  the  midst  of  a  population  who  was  at  all  times  ill  dis- 
posed towards  them  and  from  whom  they  were  previously  protected 
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through  the  polish  authorities.  I  solemnly  declare  that  I  do  not 
exaggerate  and  that  my  words  are  literally  true. 

I  myself  have  f re luently  occupied  myself,  beside  my  profes- 
sion, with  technical  questions  and  on  the  outbreak  of  war  I  thought 
it  possible  to  contribute  something  to  the  victory  of  the  Righteous 
Cause.  On  October  8th  and  25th,  and  finally  on  November  24th, 1939 
I  submitted  to  the  Government  some  technical  Ideas,  p -incipally  in 
regard  to  fighting  U-boats  and  magnetic  mines.  By  the  Chief  Secre- 
tary's replies  dated  October  20th ^  November  4th  and  December  5th 
(ref,No.C/335/39)  I  was  informed  that  my  petitions  have  been  for- 
wanied  to  lis  Majesty's  Government. 

Being  unaware  of  the  allocation  of  work  among  the  highest 
officials  in  this  country,  I  have,  on  receiving  the  above  mentioned 
news  about  my  relatives,  approached  His  Excellency  the  High  Coinrais- 
Bloner  on  November  14th,  1939,  asking  for  immigration  permits  for 
them.  At  that  time  I  did  not  knovv  whether  and  on  which  scale  the 
competent  authorities  have  made  use  of  my  technical  proposals  and 
I  was  even  avare  that  I  should  learn  this  not  so  soon,  maybe  only 
after  the  war.  I  therefore  could  not  refer  to  any  rrerits,  but  rae.'ely 
to  a  proof  of  goodwill.  On  November  24th,  1939  my  petition  was  re- 
turned to  me  with  a  covering  letter  from  the  Chief  Secretary's  Of- 
fice ( re f. 1/646/39),  requesting  me:  "as  a  matter  of  convenience 
you  will  submit  it  through  the  Assistant  GoramlKsloner  for  Migration, 
Haifa".  This  I  have  done  on  November  27th, 1939. 

Since  the  life  of  the  persons  who  are  the  nearest  to  my 
heart  is  in  danger,  T  take  the  liberty  to  point  out  that  also  in 
actual  point  of  fact  they  deserve  to  be  saved  and  that  with  a  clean 
conscience  I  can  guarantee  for  them.  My  mother  is  the  widow  of  an  - 
originally  Austrian,  later  Polish-Government  official.  (My  father 
was  the  Director  of  the  Land  Registry  and  had  been  awarded  the 
Golden  Medal  for  distinguished  services  to  his  country.)  My  mother 
has  led  an  exemplary  life  in  every  respect,  \R4iich  was  devoted  to 
her  fatriily  and  full  of  self-sacrifice  and  hard  work,  and  she 
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.ese^e.  aeco^  aln«  to  a.nne  ^  hu       justice,  a  .utet  a:,  .e  r..Xe 
Old  age.    A«er       father's  death  she  has  ope..d  -  together  with 
^  3lster.  who  IB  a  teacher  or  languages.  ^  m  hrother-ln-Xa. 

IB  a  forwarding  agent       pr-ofesslcn  -  a  HoteX-Penslon  in  the 
countx.  ..ich  the.  carried  on  till  the  out.reaK  of  war.  Although 
I  a.  not  .ulte  f^e  of  partiality.  I         say  that  they  are  ahso- 
lutely  correct  and  hard-wor.lng  people,  they  have  also  so»  prac- 

,  ■■       ^         culture.  For  their  loyalty  I  guarantee  as 
tlcal  knowledge  of  agriculture. 

for  my  own. 

^         4.i,=„  ««(  the  nearest  for  whose  life  I  ara 
To  my  heart  they  are  ine  n„tiio=<. 

.egging.  I  Shall  always  endeavour  to  render  ™y  thanks  for  their 
salvation  as  n.ch  as  I  can  through  constructive  .r^  honest  work. 

I  ha-^  the  honour  to  t>e. 
Sir, 

Your  oljedlent  servant » 


GOVERNMENT  OF  PALESTINE 


OFFICE   OF  COMMISSIONER. 
MIGRATION  AND  STATISTICS. 
JERUSALEM. 

January,  1940. 
Sir, 

I  refer  to  your  letter  of  the  3rd 
January  regarding  the  admission  of  your 
relatives  to  Palestine  and  very  much  regret 
to  inform  you  that  I  am  not  able  to  authorize 
the  facilities  which  you  are  seeking, 
2.  I  have  to  inform  you  also  that  Govern- 

ment have  considered  your  petition  of  the  14 th 
November  addressed  to  the  High  Commissioner 
and  have  decided  that  it  should  not  be  approved. 
I  am,  Sir, 
^^^ywr^^obed^ 

Commissioner  for  Mip:ration  and  Statistics 
Acting  Director,  Department  of  Immigration 

Dr.  Otto  3CHNEID. 


In  reply  please  quote 

NO  M/7451/39. 


Dr.  Otto  Schneid, 
P.O.Box  630, 

Haifa.  

May  lotTa,  19^0. 

Assistant  Commissioner  for  Migration, 
Haifa  Migration  Office, 
H  a  i  f  a  . 


Sir, 

I  have  the  hono^Jir  to  suDinit  to  you  ray  application 
for  permit  to  immigrate  into  Palestine  for  w  family, and 
a  copy  of  a  letter  from  the  Oovernment  of  Palestine 
authorizing  me  to  address  to  you  this  my  petition. 


Yoiors  very  truly. 


Dr.  OTTO  SCIINEID. 


Enclosure. 


GOVERNMENT  OF  PALESTINE. 


DEPARTMENT  OF  MIGRATION. 


Eef.  No. 


Sir  01-  Madam, 

I  have  to  request  yon  to  be  so  good  as  to  call  to  this 
office  between  the  hours  of  8  a.m.  and  1'2  noon  on  any  day  except 
Saturday  or  Simday  with  reference  to  api.a.i.o.c.-.u:.D.n....r.or 


r  bu 

y 


M.  52. 


G 


I  am, 
Sir  or  Madam 
your  obedient  servant, 
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Dr.  Otto  Sclmeid, 
P.O.Box  630 
H  a  i  f  a  . 


Jane  17tii,  1940. 


Assistant  Commissioner  i*or  Migration, 
H  a  i  fa. 


Re.:  H/838/39 

Sir, 

In  reply  to  my  application  for  issue  of  an  Immigration 
Certificate  for  my  family  I  received  your  note  of  May  28tii, 
requesting  me  to  call  at  your  office. 

The  official  who  received  me  pointed  out  to  me  that 
my  mother  would  receive  an  Immigration  Certificate  if  I 
could  prodace  evidence  of  her  stayin  a  neutral  country  prior 
to  the  date  provided  by  the  new  ReguMion. 

As  a  result  of  the  events  I  am,  at  present,  cut  off 
from  my  family  so  that  it  is  not  clear  to  me  where  they 
are  at  the  present  moment. 

As  soon  as  the  situation  has  clarified  I  shall  inform 
the  Immigration  Dept.  of  what"  I  have  found  out.  I  therefore 
beg  to  request  you  kindly  to  keep  my  application  recorded 
pending  further  information. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be. 
Sir, 


Your  obedient  servant. 


